
For all prospective dental students (Both DMDAS and DMD): 

 

As part of the dental curriculum, you will take courses where you will learn about 
the biology of the human dentition and practice preparing teeth for restoration. 
The laboratory portion of these and other subsequent courses depend heavily on a 
collection of extracted human teeth.   

  

You will learn root canal therapy mainly by performing root canal procedures on 
extracted human teeth that you collect. You will need many average size, intact, 
hydrated, (not dry/brittle) teeth of all types:  maxillary and mandibular molars, 
premolars and anterior teeth (restored teeth are acceptable).  

  

It is important that you begin collecting teeth now! Start with your family dentist. 
Ask your orthodontist about other dentists in your area who extract teeth (oral 
surgeons can be helpful). It is very important that you have a wide variety of teeth. 
All these dentists were once students too and learned their skills using extracted 
teeth they collected from practicing dentists, so they fully understand. The 
extracted teeth may contain restorations but should otherwise be of good quality 
(not severely broken down by decay or damaged during extraction), and must be 
hydrated. You should plan to collect teeth from several offices in order to obtain 
enough teeth for your dental education. You should collect at least 100 usable teeth 
in disinfection solution (and many more teeth are strongly recommended) by the 
time you start dental school.   You should continue to collect teeth after acceptance 
in order to be prepared for future courses. Attached you will find a letter that you 
may provide to dentists you approach with storage instructions.   

 

 

 

 



  


